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Supporting Care Ltd offers a care

at home service, tailored to meet each SUppor'“n Q Egﬁn?gz!gx

of our client’s needs, to ensure they

continue living happy and fulfilling all rating for this
lives in the comfort of their own
homes.

Supporting Care Ltd was established in 2012 offering services to local residents for over a
decade. We have a network of franchises; Barking & Dagenham 020 3538 7767 and
Redbridge 020 3007 4141.

We aim to provide the highest quality homecare to vulnerable and elderly clients. Our focus
of attention is our clients, and we believe this is a two way partnership that works both ways,
including their family or friends, being part of their journey with us.

We offer the following; Short flexible visits, domestic tasks, 24 hour visits/living in care,
night care, palliative care, companionship, sit-in-service, respite care for families wanting
short breaks, blitz one off cleaning service and many more, please check our website.

LOOKING FOR A JOB?

Home Care Worker required, ideally with Health and Social Care qualification or willing to
undertake trainings. We’ll help you develop your knowledge through our specialist training
courses and ensure you have all the support you need from our team. If you have already
worked as a domiciliary carer, health care assistant, a carer in a care home or hospital,
then we’d love to speak with you about joining our team.

0207 5381010 www.supportingcare.co.uk
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Allama Sayedee’s smiling departure 9%
and dynamic legacy

Ajmal Masroor
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Maulana Delowar
Hossain Sayedee (ra)

- A uniquely
transgenerational
inspiration for the
masses

From time to time, the Muslim Ummah receives the
sad news of the passing of its shining stars. Such
lose is so profound and it’s feeling is so deep that
its mournful consequence remains worldwide and
intense. This is only natural for the honourable in-
dividuals, who have been gifted by Allah with a life
of purpose and dedication and their impact is so
deep and widespread. Their legacy continues and
inspires generations to come.

Maulana Delawar Hossain Sayedee, whom we lov-
ingly and respectfully refer to as ‘Sayedee shaheb’
was one such exceptional star. Following his recent
passing, the Muslim world, especially Bangladeshi
Muslims mourned and performed Janazah in absen-
tia, all over the world. Sayedee shaheb was not just a
scholar and a prolific orator. He was much more. In
fact, in my view, for his time he was unique and his
appeal was transgenerational. His style of oration,
his use of language, his message and even his look
with that signature hat - were all new and different.
In that respect he was a trend setter. It will not be un-
reasonable to say that no one in this field other than
Sayedee shaheb, is known by every Bangladeshi at
home and abroad and from several generations, and
whose words and works have impacted so widely
then and since. No doubt others would have tried to
replicate him but he was so good that no one came
close. Although I remember once being on stage
in Dhaka and looking down at the audience I was
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surprised to notice Maulana Sayedee sitting in the
front row. In fact, it was someone else who emulat-
ed every exterior feature of Sayedee shaheb - from
the tupi, to the moustache and beard and his attire.
This eloquence and impressive scholarship and
oration are just one side of Sayedee shaheb. The
other equally impressive aspect is his courage and
istigamah on Islamic principles and values which
he remained unhesitant and boldly articulated at
the highest level including in the Parliament. One
of the historic incidences which he so graphically
related often was the battle of badr and how two
youth (Muaaz and Mwaiz) roared like lions and
jumped into the battlefield, had their limbs cut off
before they had killed Islam’s arch enemy Abu Ja-
hal. Just like those youth, when it came to the truth
and the service of Allah, Sayedee shaheb was the
‘lion that roared’ fearlessly.

My interaction and occasions of meeting with this
servant of Allah was not numerous but his impact
on my life was profound. This is unusual because
Sayedee shaheb is of an older generation and I de-
parted from Bangladesh at a tender age. I came to
the UK with my parents in 1975 aged 11. At the time
I had been attending class six in secondary school.
My upbringing in Bangladesh was typical and as
such I had not heard of either Maulana Sayedee or
Islamic activism.

I, together with thousands of other London based
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Bangladeshi Muslims, first came across Sayedee
Shaheb in 1978. Something big was happening.
East London Mosque had organised a waaz mahfil
on the street. This was both unique and a necessity.
It had never been done before and ELM at the time
was just a porta cabin with limited capacity. This
was my first waaz mahfil in the UK and I found
myself there with both my brothers with the tape
recorder in hand. We were not the only ones. There
seemed to be thousands of people and all just as
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eager. Maulana Sayedee must have been a big fig-
ure in Bangladesh to draw such a crowd. Although
it was such a long time ago, it seems like yester-
day and I remember, the audience being mesmer-
ized by his oration. Thus, a love story (halal) began
between the Islam loving Bangladeshis, East Lon-
don Mosque and Sayedee shab, that was to last for
decades and have a transformative impact on the
whole community.

Islamic education in Bangladesh, during my child-
hood and perhaps even today is poor. The morning
maktabs may prepare you for the rituals and recit-
ing the Qur’an. Everything else is at best cultural.
There is no attempt in teaching Islam as a way of
life or what Allah wants from His servants. As a
result understanding of the sha’riah was absent and
many practices were upside down. For example, |
remember our mothers and aunts, when travelling
would wear a burka that resembles a knight’s ar-
mour made of cloth. My middle aged fufu, when-

ever she came to or left our bari, would wear one
of these burka, together with socks and gloves, and
after boarding the rickshaw would also cover with
an umbrella.

On the other hand, young ladies wore shelwar ka-
miz and threw an urna (thin shawl) over their head,
which slipped and remained down most of the time.
The situation with the Bangladeshi Muslims in East
London and elsewhere in the UK was no different.
L P,
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Among men, smoking and Indian cinema for pass
time was common, whilst going to the mosque was
for prayer only and mass only on occasions. Unlike
today’s thousands of brothers and sisters flocking
to ELM/LMC and visible and prevalent hijab and
niqab clad sisters in East London, most sisters then
had their slippery urna on their heads. Although this
transformation did not come about from Sayedee
Shaheb’s single handed effort but his contribution
was no less than any other contributory factor.

The audio cassette that we recorded on in that first
open-air event in 1978, together with many other au-
dio cassettes with Sayedee shaheb’s waaz became a
major part of my life and I suspect, part of the lives
of countless others. There was something different
about his speeches. Yes, they were educational but
they were also relevant to the lives of people and
surprisingly they were also enjoyable. People were
happy to listen to or watch a Maulana Sayedee tape
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or video instead of a music tape or movie video.
In 1980, we went to Bangladesh on holiday and
we took our cassette player, and Sayedee shaheb’s
tapes. I remember our older cousin getting hooked
to the Sayedee shaheb speeches as he spent hours
listening repeatedly to the tapes.

Sayedee shaheb had an international appeal. It
wasn’t limited only to countries with large concen-
trations of Bangladeshis who were well established
with big mosques. I was astounded as I was on a
short holiday to Palma de Mallorca with my family
and while I was walking past a building site, I could
hear Sayedee Shaheb’s waaz being played.

The start of Sayedee shaheb’s visits to the UK
coincided with my involvement in Young Mus-
lim Organisation (YMOUK) and the East London
Mosque. Whilst my Bangla was not great, he made
his Bangla seem easy. His delivery was masterful.
He weaved his narration so skilfully that the listener
was drawn in. The flow was seamless and the tone
soothing. His narrations of stories were so vivid and
so relevant to the topic. It was impossible not to
follow him with absolute attention throughout the
whole journey of his speech. What was amazing
was that during that speech he made you laugh and
cry many times over and the effect of his delivery
was such that you would go through the same emo-
tion if you were to hear the same speech over and
over. His message resonated with everyone as he
made sure to included something for every catego-
ry of the audience. People not only flocked to his
live programmes, but up and down the country, in
homes, in factories and in shops, people were lis-
tening to his talks. His appeal was transgeneration-
al as was proven by the longevity of his unparal-
leled contribution to the Islamic education of many
generations of Muslims across the globe.

I had the pleasure of attending many of his talks
in East London Mosque and in YMO programmes.
Once, in a YMO conference, I was asked to trans-
late his talk in English. As usual his talk was com-
prehensive and full of passion and I tried my best to
capture that. On his way out he came up to me and
said, ‘well done, you managed to translate every-
thing I said’. Needless to say I was elated but I am
sure he said it to motivate me.

o
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YMO/IFE played a crucial role in presenting
Sayedee shaheb to the community - not only in the
UK but across Europe. Once Sayedee shaheb was
due to deliver a talk in Stockholm, Sweden. For
some reason he was unable to attend and the organ-
isation decided to send me and one other brother to
go and explain the situation in person. Of course we
were terrified but the brothers in Sweden were so
understanding and really appreciated the fact that
we travelled there to explain. That was a good de-
cision by the organisation that forged a lasting rela-
tionship with them.

On one occasion | was in a TV programme where
there were at least two other people who were being
derogatory about Sayedee shaheb. In my defence
of Sayedee shaheb I highlighted the tremendous
impact he has had on the countless lives of young
people like me, who because of his encouragement
and inspirational talks went on to reshape our lives
and many others around us. Sayedee shaheb, I said,
far from being a threat, has been and is a force for
good.

I was the Secretary of the ELMT during the plan-
ning and development of the London Muslim Cen-
tre. I had seen him as a boy in the programme in
1978 help raise funds to build the East London
Mosque. We bought bricks at a cost of £1 for the
Mosque. Two decades later, we repeated this strate-
gy for LMC and people donated £100 per brick on
which we wrote their names and raised a substan-
tial amount. Sayedee shaheb was also involved in
raising funds for LMC and attended the opening in
2004.

It is impossible to enumerate the impact of Sayedee
shaheb on the lives of Bangladeshi Muslims. What
is however glaringly obvious is that ‘Sayedee’ is
a household name for generations of Bangladeshi
Muslims and those communities have transformed
beyond recognition in their love of Allah and Ra-
sool, in their relationship with the Qur’an and their
adherence to Islam.

May Allah swt enter Allama Delawar Hossain
Sayedee — our beloved ‘Sayedee shaheb’ in Jannat-
ul Firdous Al A’la.
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llama Delwar Hussain Sayeedi passed away
A, August 14, 2023 at 8.30pm Bangladesh

local time. He was sentenced to life im-
prisonment for a crime he never committed. While
serving his sentence he suffered a heart attack in his
prison cell but his family was not even informed,
he was not treated immediately and when things
became acute he was only taken to a local prison
hospital the next day. He was then transferred to
a more specialist hospital for further treatment as
things deteriorated. The consultant in charge of his
care initially reported that his condition was stable
and didn’t need further treatment, however, the very
same evening he was pronounced dead. His family
were denied access to him, they were not allowed
to be with him in the last hours of his life. Sadly,
we will never find out the truth of what exactly hap-
pened in this world but on the day of judgement
the ultimate truth with be unveiled. What is true for
sure is that millions of Bangladeshis all around the
world would be mourning his death. The world has
lost one the greatest advocates of Islam of our time.

You may be wondering who is this man? The
non-Bangladeshi communities may not have heard

his name or even listened to his lectures. Let me
introduce him briefly.

He was born and educated in Bangladesh and over
the last fifty years dominated the Islamic lecture cir-
cuit, delivering the message of the Qur’an in the
most lucid and practical manner possible. He was
the most eloquent speaker, one of the greatest Ban-
gla language orators, and by far the most influential
Islamic scholar in the history of Bangladesh. Thou-
sand of Islamic scholars of our time grew from his
words of inspiration and most mimic his style of
religious oratory.

His yearly exegesis of the Qur’an would be attend-
ed by millions. At one time no single open field in
Bangladesh could ever accommodate his full au-
dience. People would come from all parts of the
country, despite adverse weather at times, sit on
the ground for hours and listen to his masterful or-
atory. He delivered the message of the Qur’an to
all people of all ages, socioeconomic backgrounds,
educational status and knowledge levels. He made
the understanding of the Qur’an fashionable at a
time when it was claimed to be the sole monopo-
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ly of the Muslim clerics. He brought Qur’an to the
attention of the Muslims, helped them to relate to
it as a book of guidance instead of just a book of
recital. He made Qur’an alive and accessible for the
ordinary. He was known and affectionately called
as “the Qur’an bird” - in other words, he preached
the Qur’an like a bird flying freely from one end of
the earth to the other with eloquence, most beautiful
melody and lucid language.

He was very popular among people. In cars, cafés,
restaurants, people’s houses and even in mobile de-
vices, you could hear his lectures being played out
loudly. He impacted thousands of people who were
leading unethical life, indulging in destructive be-
haviour and involved in many anti social activities.
Thousands of people embraced Islam at his hand.
Even after the current repressive government’s ban
on any mention of his name in any public spaces, he
is still the most listened to and followed religious
scholar in Bangladesh. He paid the ultimate price
for his belief, he was locked up just like Proph-
et was locked up. He died while incarcerated like
many of the greatest people on this earth died.

He was falsely accused and convicted of murder of
a Hindu gentleman in 1971’s liberation war but the
star eye witness, the brother of the victim, testified
that Sayeedi had nothing to do with his brother’s
murder. When he attempted to come to the court to
give his eye witness account, he was abducted from
the steps of the court and forcibly disappeared.
Many years later he has been found but by then it
was too late. He has been threatened and given or-
ders to remain silent. Allama Sayeedi was already
serving a life imprisonment sentence and he could
do nothing to change this. However, when he heard
the death of Sayeedi, he has personally turned up
to the hospital where his body was kept and at the
hospital ground gave a live interview watched by
millions of the fact that Sayeedi did not murder his
brother. He went further and said that when Sayeedi
was the local elected MP for two terms, his area
was “as safe as a mother’s lap”. This is a Bangla
idiom, depicting the safety offered by a mother to
her children. People of his constituency felt so safe
when he was their MP. Those who locked up Sayee-
di under false accusation May God deal with them
in the most befitting way in this world and the next.

-
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He was extremely courageous, did not shy away
from speaking his mind, holding authority to ac-
count in public for corruption, unlawful behaviour,
abuse of power and squandering of public funds.
He was robust with his moral compass and pow-
erfully advocated it to the wider public. He made
the public understand that separating Islam from
public life was an anathema to Islam. He was witty,
humorous and extremely intelligent scholar, who
articulated Islam in the simplest possible language
without compromising or diluting the message. He
was the scholar of the masses and will remain in the
hearts and minds of millions in the same esteem and
love. May God preserve his legacy.

My personal experience of Allama Sayeedi goes
deeper than a distant member of the audience. When
I was very young I remember he often frequented
my father’s house in London. He was always jok-
ing and being playful with me. In 1977 outside, at
the back street of the East London Mosque, there
was an open air event with Sayeedi to fundraise for
the East London Mosque, which at that time was
only a porter cabin. I was one of those young post-

er boys who paraded on the stage and read various
religious texts in front of the community and dig-
nitaries including Allama Sayeedi. In later years
when I studied in Bangladesh I attended his lectures
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and even performed on
the stage in front of
hundreds of thousands
of people. When I re- %8
turned to the UK and §

he would come to the
UK for lecture tours, I
would often accompa-
ny him to various plac- i
es of importance. Once
while he was in the UK %
and delivering a lec-
ture at the East London
Mosque, upon seeing
my absence, he called
my name is public and
told the organisers to call me.

My father loved him dearly, listened to his lectures
all the time and I too grew a deep level respect for
him. I did not agree with everything he said, natural-
ly, we lived in two different context, his views and
my views did not always align but that did not take
away the fact that I loved his oratory and his words

roused in my inner self a deep love and affection
for the Qur’an. It was this inspiration that led me to
my own journey into the Qur’an and the knowledge
gained from those years that I still use when teach-
ing the Qur’an to others. I have learned to simplify

e @)

the Qur’an from his
lectures.

His real crime in
Bangladesh was he
was a sore thumb
to the anarchy of
the government, he
became an obstacle
to their shameless
corruption and he
was the rabble rous-
ers who would have
swayed public opin-
ion and lead a revolu-
tion to clean up Ban-
gladesh from years of endemic corruption, cycles
of cronyism, cancer of nepotism and economic and
political slavery of India. He needed to be silenced.
He was arrested and using trumped up charges in a
kangaroo court was indicted.

Allama Sayeedi stood for justice, fairness and rule
of law to prevail in Bangladesh. He stood against
corruption, nepotism and cronyism. He paid the ul-
timate price for his principles. He lived for the true
freedom of his people and he lost his freedom in the
process, he paid the ultimate price for his principles
- died under incarceration. The most important con-
solation for a believer is that there will be the day of
judgment where ultimate justice will be served. No
politician, power or court will escape the ultimate
justice.

Allam Sayeedi’s funeral procession, the mourning
of millions of people around the world and the tears
of sadness that followed by heartfelt prayers for his
eternal success are all indications of how much he
was loved by his people. Today at various cities
around Bangladesh and in various countries around
the world, simultaneously, his funeral prayer took
place. People lovingly and reverentially call Delwar
Hussain Sayeedi “Allama” - a term saved only for
those who are regarded by scholars as truly at the
pinnacle of knowledge. Allama Sayeedi will forev-
er be remembered as a martyr. May Allah have mer-
cy on the soul of Allama Delwar Hussain Sayeedi,
forgive him and grant him the highest of paradise
with prophets, martyrs and honest people.
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In a world of voices, strong and clear, gcflj:wg:
Stood Maulana Sayedee, without fear. g 5 SCor
With his red beard and words so wise, (9T COTE &F |
He touched hearts, reaching far and wide.
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His legacy lives on, forever enshrined, F1% FAAE T,
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Maulana Sayedee, a beacon of light, 3 S = ¢
His words of wisdom shining bright. AT B5ICZ CON (s
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FLIGHT CONCEPT °

Flight Concept will take you there + WORLDWIDE AIR TICKET + WORLDWIDE HOTEL
+ HAJJ & UMRAH E-VISA NO VISA

) + HOLIDAY PACKAGE * MONEY TRANSFER

CARGO SERVICE/DHL/ - PASSPORT RENEW
UPS/TNT/FEDEX
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HotLine: 020 7375 0055

ETIHAD dy>guy! LY Ty TS QATARﬂl‘ bangladesh it et TURKISH
SAUDIA  GULF AIR WA Emir, ""* s e PAELA A AIRLINES

info@flightconcept.col

Address: 117 Whitechapel Road, London, E1 1DT, United Kingdom

: : SPECIAL OFFER
CHILLED FOOD SUPPLIER £ - FOR IFTAR

MEAL CATERER

Contact Us & EVENT
MANAGEMENT

& 020 7423 9366

& wwvy.allseasonfoods.com g info@allseasonfoods.com
Q@ 88 Mail End Road, EI 4UN sandwiches@allseasonfoods.com
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AlMadinah AlMunawwarah - Hotel Karam AlMadinah - Beside Masjid AlGhamamah

Mobile: +966 542940540, +966 538932179
Email: karamalhijaz@gmail.com, khumrahservice@gmail.com



Muslim Community Association) |

Seeking social and spiritual renewal

The Muslim Community Association (MCA) is a community organisation whose values are enshrined in
the Qur'an and the Prophetic Traditions. It charts a balanced message, the Middle Path (al-wasatiya)
understanding of Islam and its members are guided by the spiritual teachings, ideals and moral values
that emanate from their faith.

Aims: Objectives:
The aims of MCA are to bring about a spiritual, The objective of MCA is to strive for the pleasure
moral and social renewal based on faith-based  of Allah (God) by worshipping Him alone and
values. serving humanity.

Who we are.

MCA is a collective of community activists, Muslim personalities, scholars and professionals from dif-
ferent backgrounds. Our membership comprises mainly of British born and bred Muslims. Youth, wom-
en and the elderly are all catered for within the organisation. Over the past decades, a number of MCA
members have gone into successfully lead various local and national projects in the United Kingdom,
which is a testament of the organisation’s contribution and outreach.

What we do

Since its inception, the MCA has evolved to deliver timely community-based work and initiatives. Faith
communities in the UK have a cherished record of providing values and hope to their adherents as well
as the wider society, and in-turn contributing towards the building of a cohesive society.

MCA is active in the fields of education, youth development, interfaith dialogue, outreach and aware-
ness through collective community endeavours. It also provides training and development and helps its
members and the wider Muslim community be civic minded and play an active role in society, including “

engaging in the democratic process. .‘

MCA values partnership work with other organisations, to help remove barriers in accessing education
and public services. It has been also known for its activeness in campaigning for social justice issue
issues in the UK and abroad.

A core part of MCA's effort is to correct negative characterisation of Islam and Muslims which abound
in the media, literature and popular culture. We address these through dialogue, debate and positive
interaction which take the form of organising seminars, workshops, exhibitions, as well as publishing
and distributing Islamic literature.

We are firm believers in dialogue and discussion that lead to better understanding and appreciation of
one and another.
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Muslim Community Association

&p-\ 3r4Floor Business Wing
38-44 Whitechapel Road
WMH&LIM London E1 1jx
ASSOCIATION www.mcasite.org
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- A uniquely transgenerational
ingpiration for the masses




